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Getting	Started

Visual	Studio	Team	Services



Visual	Studio	Team	Services
• Visual	Studio	Team	Services	is	a	platform	
taking	care	of	all	aspects	of	the	process	of	
developing	software	(the	software	
development	lifecycle)

• You	can	share	Documents	and	Code	with	your	
Team,	report	Bugs,	etc.



Team	Foundation	Server	(TFS)
vs.	Visual	Studio	Team	Services	(VSTS)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Team_Foundation_Server
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“Team	Foundation	Server”	(TFS).	This	is	software	you	can	
install	on	a	server	in	your	own	network.	You	and	your	team	
can	then	hook	up	Visual	Studio	to	that	server	and	use	TFS.	
You	have	to	buy	the	software,	buy	licenses	for	users	and	
use	your	own	server.

“Visual	Studio	Team	Services”	(VSTS)	is	an	online	
version	of	TFS	– hosted	by	Microsoft.	You	don't	need	
to	install	anything.		You	need	to	pay	a	monthly	fee	
(until	5	users	is	for	free).
VSTS	is	available	from	http://www.visualstudio.com

vs.

Visual	Studio

Visual	Studio	don't	care	if	you	use	TFS	or	VSTS.	You	just	hook	it	up	using	an	URL.



Visual	Studio	Team	Services	(VSTS)

• Formerly	known	as	Visual	Studio	Online	(VSO)
• VSTS	is	a	Source	Code	Control	(SCC),	Bug	Tracking,	
Project	Management,	and	Team	Collaboration	platform

• Integrated	with	Visual	Studio
• TFS	in	the	Cloud	(This	means	you	don't	need	to	host	
the	server	yourself)

• Free	for	up	to	5	users	 www.visualstudio.com
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Visual	Studio	Team	Services
www.visualstudio.com
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Sign	in	with	your	existing	Microsoft	Account

If	you	don't	have	an	existing	
Microsoft	account	(hotmail,...),	you	
need	to	create	a	new	account

Enter	your	e-mail	address	here



VSTS	Account
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Create	a	Visual	Studio	Team	Services	Account



Create	your	First	Project

Select	these	options

Enter	the	Name	of	your	Project	here



Project	Start	Page	(Dashboard)

Add	or	Change	Widgets

On	the	Dashboard	you	
see	different	Widgets



Add	Project	Members

...

Click	here	to	Manage	
Team	Members

This	Window	pops	up	where	you	can	
Add	or	Remove	Team	Members



Iterations

Create	Iterations	for	the	different	
releases,	milestones	or	sprints	
(internal	and/or	external);	e.g.,	
Alpha,	Beta,	RC,	RTM

Other	Links	Widget	on	the	Dashboard



Areas

The	different	software	
modules	could	be	divided	
into	different	Areas

Example:



The	Product	Backlog
All	the	Work	that	should	be	done	in	the	Project



The	Sprint	Backlog

Just	Drag	Items	from	
the	Product	Backlog	to	
the	Sprint	Backlog

All	the	Work	that	
should	be	done	in	
the	Next	Sprint	
(Iteration)



Create	Tasks



Task	Board

Drag	and	Drop	Tasks
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How-To	use	TFS/VSTS	Features	inside	Visual	Studio



Using	TFS/VSTS	with	Visual	Studio
• Connect	to	TFS/VSTS
• Add	Source	Code	to	TFS/VSTS
• Check	In/Check	Out
• Team	Explorer
• Source	Control	Explorer



Open	in	Visual	Studio



Sign	in



TFS/VSTS	in	Visual	Studio
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Team	Explorer	+	Source	Control	Explorer



Create	local	Folder	on	your	Hard	drive
Create	a	local	Folder	on	your	hard	drive	where	you	want	to	store	your	files	(Documents,	
Code	Files,	etc.)

Note!	This	is	just	an	Example.



Workspace	Mapping



Create	a	Folder	Structure

Right-click	and	select	“New	Folder”



Folder	Structure	Example



Upload/Check	In	Changes	to	the	Server

When	you	are	Finished	you	need	to	
Upload/Check	In	Changes	to	the	Server	
(Visual	Studio	Online).	The	Folders	you	
created	should	then	be	visible	to	the	
other	Members	on	your	Team



The	Folders	are	now	availible	on	the	Server
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Add	Source	Code

Check	In



Add	Code	to	Source	Control
Create	a	New	Project,	e.g.	
Windows	Desktop

Make	sure	to	Select	
this	Option!!





Get	Latest	
Version

Before	working	on	your	Code,	you	
should	always	get	the	latest	
version	from	the	Server



Editing	your	Code

The	Code	you	are	editing	are	checked	out	automatically



Check	in	your	
Code	when	
Finished

But	before	you	check	in	your	
code	you	should	first	get	the	
latest	version	from	the	server	
and	make	sure	your	Code	
Compile	without	Error!



Work	Items	– New	Bug

Work	Items	are	used	to	Add	Items	
to	the	Product	Backlog,	Report	
Bugs,	etc.	Lots	of	different	Work	
Items	Types	exists.	You	can	even	
create	New	Work	Item	Types



Queries
• Used	to	find	existing	Work	Items
• You	may	create	different	Queries	to	make	it	easy	to	find	the	Work	

Items	you	need
• Queries	may	be	personal	or	visible	for	everybody	in	the	project	

(Team	Queries)
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